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Civics & Economics – Political Action
Directions:  
For each term:
1. Locate the term in your textbook using Chapters 9-11 and record the page number where you found it.

2. Read the context in which the term is located.  In the column labeled ‘explanation,’ please include any relevant information.  You will need more than just a definition. When you turn this in the explanations must be handwritten to receive credit. 
3. Number each term as you provide an explanation. 
	Term
	Page
	Explanation

	Political party
	
	

	Two-party system
	
	

	Third parties
	
	

	Platform
	
	

	Plank
	
	

	National committee
	
	

	National party chairperson
	
	

	Caucuses
	
	

	Political machine
	
	

	Direct primaries
	
	

	Closed primaries

	
	

	Open primaries

	
	

	Plurality

	
	

	Runoff


	
	

	Petition


	
	

	“Watchdog” role


	230
	

	Ballot/
Polling Place

	
	

	Precinct/Ward
	
	

	“Grassroots”


	225
	

	Absentee ballot

	
	

	Returns


	
	

	Exit polls


	
	

	Electorate


	
	

	Apathy


	
	

	Initiative


	
	

	Proposition


	
	

	Referendum


	
	

	Recall


	
	

	Electoral college/
Electors

	
	

	Winner-take-all


	
	

	Canvassing


	247
	

	Propaganda


	
	

	Soft Money


	
	

	Political Action 

Committees (PACs)

	
	

	Incumbents


	
	

	Public opinion


	
	

	Mass media

	
	

	Interest groups

	
	

	Public opinion poll

	
	

	Public agenda

	
	

	Prior restraint


	
	

	Public Policy


	
	

	Lobbyists


	
	

	Endorsements


	274
	

	Stacked cards


	274
	

	Name-calling


	274
	

	Glittering generality


	274
	

	Symbols


	274
	

	Just plain folks


	274
	

	The bandwagon


	274
	


1. Which propaganda technique do you think is most effective?  Why?
