Sensation and Perception Webquest


Name ___________________

Psychology 

Part I:   LIGHTNESS ILLUSIONS.  Go to http://web.mit.edu/persci/gaz/gaz-teaching/index.html and look at each of the illusions.  Then, pick the three (3) you found most interesting and explain how they work IN YOUR OWN WORDS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES (after each illusion a page will appear explaining it).
1. Illusion Name: ______________________________
Explanation:





2. Illusion Name: ______________________________
Explanation:






3. Illusion Name: ______________________________
Explanation:





Part II:  BLIND SPOT.  Go to http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/chvision.html and scroll down the page and try out the blind spot activities.  Then, return to the top of the page and read the first paragraph.  Why does each of our eyes have a blind spot?  Answer in COMPLETE SENTENCES.
Part III:  DON’T JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS.  Go to http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/hidnfk.html  and read the page to try out the activity.  Why do you think this phenomenon happens?  Answer in COMPLETE SENTENCES:




Part IV:  X-RAY VISION?  Do you have "X-Ray Vision?" You may be able to see through your own hand with this simple illusion. Roll up a piece of notebook paper into a tube. The diameter of the tube should be about 0.5 inch. Hold up your left hand in front of you. Hold the tube right next [image: image1.jpg]


to the bottom of your left "pointer" finger in between you thumb (see figure below).   
Look through the tube with your RIGHT eye AND keep your left eye open too. 
What you should see is a hole in your left hand!! 

Why do you think you are seeing what you are seeing?  
Answer in COMPLETE SENTENCES:
Part V:  AFTER IMAGES.  Go to http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/afterfish.html and follow the directions on the screen.  Why does the fish appear in the fishbowl after you move your cursor over the fish?  Answer in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

For more fun with afterimages, try http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/afterflag.html and http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/afterbee.html as well.
Part VI:  SENSES CHALLENGE.  Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/interactives/senseschallenge/senses.swf and try the 20-question quiz.  

I got _________ out of the 20 questions correct.

Which question was most interesting to you?  Why?

If you have any time remaining, go to http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/ and try playing with some of the optical illusions.
